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DETAILED ACTION 



Drawings 



Figures 1 and 2 should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art- because 
only that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected drawing sheets 
are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The 
replacement sheet(s) should be labeled "Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as 
per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct any portion of the drawing figures. If the 
changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of 
any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings 
will not be held in abeyance. 



Claims 19, 51 are objected to because of the following informalities: if the 
subject matter "a second message" cited in claim 19 line 4 is the same message in line 
2 please correct the subject matter to -the second message—; if the subject matter "a 
third message" cited in line 4 is the same message in claim 51 line 2 please correct the 
subject matter to -the third message-. Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Objections 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 



35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 



Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 
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Claims 37-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. Data structures (an inter-nodal message) not 
claimed as embodied in computer-readable media are descriptive material per se and 
are not statutory because they are not capable of causing functional change in the 
computer. See, e.g., Warmerdam, 33 F.3d at 1361, 31 USPQ2d at 1760 (claim to a data 
structure per se held nonstatutory). Such claimed data structures do not define any 
structural and functional interrelationships between the data structure and other claimed 
aspects of the invention which permit the data structure's functionality to be realized. In 
contrast, a claimed computer-readable medium encoded with a data structure defines 
structural and functional interrelationships between the data structure and the computer 
software and hardware components which permit the data structure's functionality to be 
realized, and is thus statutory. See MPEP 2106. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-3, 6-15, 18-20, 26-30, 32-36, 45, 48,-55, 57-58 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Admitted Prior Art (pages 1-4), hereinafter APA. 
Regarding claim 1 , APA discloses a method comprising: 
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at least one clearing of a plurality of first connections between a first node and a second 
node of an ATM network from the first node; and 

for each said clearing, sending a first message (RELEASE message) from the 
first node to the second containing an identification of the first connections (anATM 

network typically provides a number of interconnected nodes which receive data from network nodes and 
forward that data through other network nodes to an ultimate destination. In general, a node includes a 
plurality of ports that are coupled to at least one input and output line, each port connecting the node to 
another node of the network, and allowing for the routing of data between the connecting nodes. In order 
to clear a Virtual Channel, the ATM Forum prior art provides a message called RELEASE and a 
corresponding message called RELEASE COMPLETE. Well known to those skilled in the art, the 
RELEASE and the RELEASE COMPLETE message are each transmitted along the signaling channel 
between connecting nodes, see page 1 ). 

Regarding claim 2, APA discloses receiving the first message at the second 
node; clearing the first connections from the second node in response to the received 
first message; and sending a single second message (RELEASE COMPLETE 
message) from the second node to the first node in response to at least one of clearing 
the first connections from the second node and receiving the first message identifying at 
least one of the connections cleared in response to the received first message, and the 
first message (In order to clear a Virtual Channel, the ATM Forum prior art provides a message called 
RELEASE and a corresponding message called RELEASE COMPLETE. Well known to those skilled in 
the art, the RELEASE and the RELEASE COMPLETE message are each transmitted along the signaling 
channel between connecting nodes, pages 1 and 2). 
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Regarding claim 3, the APA inherently discloses enabling an interpretation of the 
received first message wherein the clearing from the second node depends upon the 
enabling (enabling is inherent feature since the second node needs ability to identify the 
REALEASE message for the identified connection). 

Regarding claim 6, APA discloses a method comprising: 

receiving a first message by a first node of an ATM network from a second node 
of the ATM network connected to the first node by at least one first connections; 

clearing the first connections from the second node in response to receiving the 
first message; and 

sending a second message from the first node to the second node identifying at 
least one of the first connections cleared from the second node and the first message 

(an ATM network typically provides a number of interconnected nodes which receive data from network 
nodes and forward that data through other network nodes to an ultimate destination. In general, a node 
includes a plurality of ports that are coupled to at least one input and output line, each port connecting the 
node to another node of the network, and allowing for the routing of data between the connecting nodes. 
In order to clear a Virtual Channel, the ATM Forum prior art provides a message called RELEASE and a 
corresponding message called RELEASE COMPLETE. Well known to those skilled in the art, the 
RELEASE and the RELEASE COMPLETE message are each transmitted along the signaling channel 
between connecting nodes, see page 1). 

Regarding claim 7, the APA inherently discloses enabling an interpretation of the 
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received first message wherein the clearing from the second node depends upon the 
enabling (enabling is inherent feature since the second node needs ability to identify the 
REALEASE message for the identified connection). 

Regarding claim 8, the APPA discloses including clearing the first 
connections from the second node; and wherein the first message includes 
an identification of the first connections (see pages 1 and 2). 

Regarding claim 9, the APA discloses a method of clearing a plural number of 
connections between a first node and a second node in an Asynchronous Transfer 
Mode network including: 

sending at least one first message from the first node to the second node, each 
first message including an identification of at least one of 

each of a plural number of first connections to be cleared from the second 
node by the first message, and 

each of a plural number of first connections that is one of cleared from the 
first node and to be cleared from the first node {(an ATM network typically provides a 
number of interconnected nodes which receive data from network nodes and forward that data 
through other network nodes to an ultimate destination. In general, a node includes a plurality of 
ports that are coupled to at least one input and output line, each port connecting the node to 
another node of the network, and allowing for the routing of data between the connecting nodes. 
In order to clear a Virtual Channel, the ATM Forum prior art provides a message called RELEASE 
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and a corresponding message called RELEASE COMPLETE. Well known to those skilled in the 
art, the RELEASE and the RELEASE COMPLETE message are each transmitted along the 
signaling channel between connecting nodes, see page 1 ). 

Regarding claim 10, the APA discloses for each said first message, 
clearing from the first node each said first connection(a first network node issues a 
separate RELEASE message for each connection, and transmits the RELEASE 
message to connecting nodes for propagation along the network for eventual reception 
by a second network node, see page 2). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , the APA discloses the first message is consistent with an 
Asynchronous Transfer Mode formatted message (release message is consistent with the 
atm format, see page 1). 

Regarding claim 12, the APA discloses enabling the first node to send 
the first message before the sending (gateway 102 is enable upon receiving the 
disconnect message from the calling party, see page 2). 

Regarding claim 1 3, the APA discloses sending is in response to a 
requirement for a clearing of a plural number of first node connections (a first 
network node issues a separate RELEASE message for each connection, and 



Application/Control Number: 09/753,004 



Art Unit: 2661 



Page 8 



transmits the RELEASE message to connecting nodes for propagation along 
the network for eventual reception by a second network node, see page 2). 

Regarding claim 14, the APA discloses sending is in response to an event that 
includes at least one of 

a received Physical interface reset command, 
a received Virtual interface reset command, 

a received Datalink Layer Service-Specific Connection-Oriented Protocol reset, 
a received Global path ATM Forum defined RESTART message, 
a received Virtual Path ATM Forum defined RESTART message, 
a received plural number of RELEASE messages, and 
a received Force Reroute in a Semi-Permanent Switched Virtual Circuit based 
network (if a calling party (not shown) that is connected to gateway 102, chooses to initiate a 
disconnect process, the calling party transmits a disconnect message to gateway 102. Gateway 102 
responds to the disconnect message by initiating a RELEASE message that is transmitted from gateway 
102 across the pathway to gateway 1 1 0, which responds to the reception of the RELEASE message by 
transmitting to gateway 102 a corresponding RELEASE COMPLETE message for only that specific 
connection, page 2). 

Regarding claim 15, the APA discloses the first message includes at least an 
identification of each of the first connections to be cleared from the second node, and 
further including: 
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the second node receiving the first message, and 

the second node clearing each of the connections in the second node identified 
as to be cleared from the second node in the first message in response to receiving 
the first message (see pages 1 and 2). 

Regarding claim18, the APA inherently discloses enabling the second node to 
receive the first message before the receiving (in order to received the RELEASE 
message the second node must be enable). 

Regarding claim 19, the APA discloses sending at least one of 
a second message to the first node identifying the connections cleared by the 
second node in response to the second node receiving the first message, and 
a second message to the first node identifying the first message received by the 
second node (the RELEASE COMPLETE message is sent from the second node to the 
first node in response to the RELEASE message, see pages 1 and 2). 

Regarding claim 20, the APA inherently discloses enabling the second node to 
send the first message before the sending (in order to received the RELEASE message 
the second node must be enable). 



Regarding claim 26, the APA inherently discloses enabling the first node to 
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send the second message before the sending (in order to received the RELEASE 
COMPLE message the first node must be enable). 

Regarding claim 27, the APA discloses an Asynchronous Transfer Mode (ATM) 
node that includes a first circuit that generates an inter-nodal call control first message 
containing an identification of at least one of each of a plural number of first 
connections to be cleared at an ATM first node to be coupled to the ATM node, and 
each of a plural number of first connections that is one of cleared from the ATM node 
and to be cleared from the ATM node; and a second circuit to transmit the first 
message to the first node (see pages 1 and 2). 

Regarding claim 28, the APA discloses a circuit to enable one of the generation 
of the first message and the transmission of the first message, in response to an input if 
the ATM node was disabled; and to disable the ATM node from one of the generation 
of the first message and the transmission of the first message in response to an input if 
the ATM node was enabled (see pages 1 and 2). 

Regarding claim 29, the APA discloses a circuit to clear each of the first 
connections (see page 2). 
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Regarding claim 30, the APA discloses a circuit to receive a second message 
containing an identification of at least one of each of a plural number of second 
connections that is one of cleared from a first node and to be cleared from the first 
Node (the RELEASE COMPLETE message, see pages 1 and 2). 

Regarding claim 32, the APA discloses a circuit to receive and interpret a 
second message from a coupled second node that contains an identification of a plural 
number of second connections; and a circuit to clear the second connections from the 
ATM node (see pages 1 and 2). 

Regarding claim 33, the APA discloses a circuit to send a third message 
(RELEASE message) from the ATM node to the second node that identifies a plural 
number of third connections, the third connections characterized by at least one of the 
connections cleared by the ATM node in response to the second message, and the 
second connections (see pages 1 and 2). 

Regarding claim 34, the APA inherently discloses An Asynchronous 
Transfer Mode (ATM) node (gateway 110 receiving the RELEASE message from 
the gateway 102) that includes a first circuit to receive and interpret a first message 
from a first node (gateway 102) that contains an identification of a plural number of 
first connections; and a second circuit to clear the first connections from the ATM 
node (see pages 1 and 2) 
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Regarding claim 35, the APA inherently discloses a third circuit to send an ATM 
inter-nodal call control second message (the RELEASE COMPLETE message) from 
the ATM node to the first node that identifies a plural number of second connections, 
the second connections characterized by at least one of the connections cleared by the 
ATM node in response to the first message, and the first connections (see page 1 and 
2). 

Regarding claim 36, the APA inherently discloses a circuit to enable the first 
circuit to interpret the first message in response to an enabling input (see pages 1 and 
2). 

Regarding claim 44, the APA discloses a machine-readable medium that 
provides instructions, which when executed by at least one processor (inherent feature 
in the ATM first node), cause said processor to perform operations comprising preparing 
at least one first message to be sent from a first node of an ATM network to a second 
node of an ATM network, each first message including an identification of a first 
connections to be cleared from the second node by the first message (see page 1 and 
2). 

Regarding claim 45, the APA discloses for each said first message, clearing from 
the first node each said first connection (a first network node issues a separate RELEASE 
message for each connection, and transmits the RELEASE message to connecting nodes for propagation 
along the network for eventual reception by a second network node, see page 2). 
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Regarding claim 48, the APA discloses the first message is consistent with an 
Asynchronous Transfer Mode formatted message (see pages 1 and 2). 

Regarding claim 49, the APA discloses interpreting a second message consistent 
with an Asynchronous Transfer Mode formatted message received from an ATM 
network node wherein the second message includes an identification of each of a plural 
number of connections to be cleared from the first node 

Regarding claim 50, the APA discloses clearing each of the connections in the 
first node identified as to be cleared in the second message in response to interpreting 
the second message (a first network node issues a separate RELEASE message for each 
connection, and transmits the RELEASE message to connecting nodes for propagation along the network 
for eventual reception by a second network node. The second network node then initiates and transmits a 
corresponding RELEASE COMPLETE message as an acknowledge to the RELEASE message for that 
separate connection that is transmitted across the network to the first network node, see page 2). 

Regarding claim 51 , the APA discloses preparing at least one of a third 
message to the ATM network node identifying the connections cleared by the first node 
in response to the first node interpreting the second message, and a third message to 
the ATM network node identifying the second message received by the first node (the 
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first node transmit the next RELEASE to the second node, for the next connection need 
for release, and so on for the next connection). 

Regarding claim 52, the APA discloses an Asynchronous Transfer Mode (ATM) 
node that includes means for generating an inter-nodal call control first message type 
that is to identify at least one of each of a plural number of first connections to be 
cleared at an ATM first node coupled to the ATM node, and each of a plural number of 
first connections that is one of cleared from the ATM node and to be cleared from the 
ATM node; and means for transmitting the first message to the first node (well known to 
those skilled in the art, the RELEASE and the RELEASE COMPLETE message are each transmitted 
along the signaling channel between connecting nodes. A first network node issues a separate RELEASE 
message for each connection, and transmits the RELEASE message to connecting nodes for propagation 
along the network for eventual reception by a second network node. The second network node then 
initiates and transmits a corresponding RELEASE COMPLETE message as an acknowledge to the 
RELEASE message for that separate connection that is transmitted across the network to the first 
network node, see page 1 and 2). 

Regarding claim 53, the APA discloses means for enabling one of the 
generation of the first message and the transmission of the first message, in response 
to an input if the ATM node was disabled, and for disabling one of the generation of the 
first message and the transmission of the first message in response to an input if the 
first node was enabled (in order to received the RELEASE message the first node must 
be enable). 
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Regarding claim 54, the APA discloses means for clearing each of the first 
connections (a first network node issues a separate RELEASE message for each connection, and 
transmits the RELEASE message to connecting nodes for propagation along the network for eventual 
reception by a second network node, see page 2 lines 2-7). 

Regarding claim 55, the APA discloses means for receiving a secondmessage 
type containing an identification of at least one of each of a plural number of second 
connections in response to the first node receiving the first message type that is one of 
cleared from a second node and to be cleared from the second node (the release 
COMPLETE message is sent from the second node to the first node in response to the RELEASE 
message sent from the first node, see page 2 lines 1-7). 

Regarding claim 57, the APA discloses means for receiving a first message type 
from a second node, the third message type containing an identification of a plural 
number of second connections; means for interpreting the received first message type; 
and means for clearing the second connections from the ATM node in response to the 
interpreting (see pages 1 and 2). 

Regarding claim 58, the APA discloses means for sending a second message 
type from the ATM node to the second node that identifies a plural number of third 
connections, the third connections characterized by at least one of the connections 
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cleared by the ATM node in response to the interpreting, and the second connections 
(see pages 1 and 2). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 16, 31, 46, 50, and 56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over APA in view of Morris et al. (US 6275493), hereinafter Morris. 

Regarding claims 16, 31 , 46, 50, and 56, the APA fails to explicitly disclose ATM 
node includes a database of the first connections that are cleared from the ATM node, 
and a data base of the first connections that are cleared from the ATM node from which 
are deleted the second connections in the received second message type. 

Morris, on the other hand, discloses ATM nodes, which include ATM switches 
and cross-connect apparatus, use routing tables to map VCI and VPI values received in 
an incoming cell to outgoing values used to select an outgoing link as a way of routing 
the associated cell through the ATM node. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of invention was made includes the teaching of Morris in the ATM nodes of 
APA for the table or database is essential part of the ATM communication for 
maintaining the VCIA/PI for active connections. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 4-5, 17, 21-25, 47, are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9314, (for formal communications intended for entry) 

Or: 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2021 
Crystal Drive, Arlington, VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bob A. Phunkulh whose telephone number is (703) 
308-8251. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:00 A.M. to 
4:00 P.M. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor Douglas W. Olms, can be reach on (703) 305-4703. The fax phone number 
for this group is (703) 872-9314. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-9197 (toll-free). 



Bob A. Phunkulh 
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